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Set out below are six key asks calling for a future land management system in Wales that
applies the principles enshrined in Welsh law to all forms of land management. As we
transition out of the EU, we must move towards new policies and payment systems that
enable Wales to fully implement these principles in order to support a biodiverse natural
environment with healthy functioning ecosystems.
1. The Welsh Government must be able to set land management support in context of its
own legislation – the Well-being of Future Generations Act and the Environment
(Wales) Act - and provide a place-based approach through the National Natural
Resource Policy and Area statements.
2. We want to see environmental standards that are stronger than they are now, and the
Welsh Government calling on the UK Government to provide strong leadership on
environmental standards at an international level.
3. There should be a financial settlement for Wales to enable the full delivery of
environmental objectives. A settlement based on the Barnett formula would result in
less funding than currently comes to Wales and consequently would be an insufficient
allocation of funds to enable the transition to a sustainable future for the Welsh
environment.
4. Pillar 1 payments are unsustainable and should not be taken forward into future
support mechanisms. In the context of Welsh legislation, public money should only be
made available for delivery of public benefits. There should be an end of support to
farming and forestry that externalises costs as this compromises Wales’ ability to
deliver sustainable management of natural resources and invest in restoration of
ecological resilience to deliver the greatest public benefit.
5. Build a robust and well-resourced enforcement system based on high minimum
standards.
6. Alongside delivery of public benefit, there should be a move to developing new and
innovative supply chains for existing and new quality sustainable products. This will
require upskilling of land managers to encourage innovation.
Wales Environment Link (WEL) is a network of environmental, countryside and heritage NonGovernmental Organisations in Wales, most of whom have an all-Wales remit. WEL is officially
designated the intermediary body between the government and the environmental NGO sector in
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Wales. Our vision is a healthy, sustainably managed environment and countryside with safeguarded
heritage in which the people of Wales and future generations can prosper.
This paper represents the consensus view of a group of WEL members working in this specialist area.
Members may also produce information individually in order to raise more detailed issues that are
important to their particular organisation.
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